
Friend or Foe?: 

Documenting Alien Ancestors 

during Times of War 

The Federal government created documentation of aliens, immigrants living in the 

United States who were not naturalized, during times of war in the 19th and 20th 

century.  Come learn about some of the applications, files, and lists utilized by a 

variety of Federal agencies during the Civil War, World War I, and World War II.  

This course will introduce underutilized records, highlight some of the most 

popular, and offer instructions for completing successful requests. 

Elizabeth Burnes is an Archivist for the National Archives at Kansas City who 

serves as the lead archivist for Alien Files (A-Files) reference.  Prior to joining the 

National Archives staff she held positions at Harry S Truman National Historic 

Site, Missouri History Museum, Herman T. Pott National Inland Waterways 

Library, and Harry S. Truman Presidential Library and Museum.  She received a 

Bachelor’s degree in History at Truman State University, and a Master’s degree in 

History and Museum Studies at the University of Missouri-St. Louis. 
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